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MINUTES/RECORD OF THE INISHOWEN MUNICIPAL DISTRICT ‘GOTOMEETING’ HELD ON TUESDAY 8th 

December 2020 at 1.00pm 

 

Councillors Present: 

Cllrs Paul Canning, Nicholas Crossan, Terry Crossan, Albert Doherty, Rena Donaghey, Martin Farren, 
Martin Mc Dermott, Bernard Mc Guinness and Jack Murray.  
 

Officials Present:  

Aideen Doherty, Area Manager, Housing & Corporate,  Una Cresswell, A/Senior Staff Officer ,Housing & 

Corporate Services, Seamus Hopkins, Area Manager, Roads and Transportation, Killian Smith , Executive 

Planner , Brian McBrearty, Waste Enforcement  Officer, Fiona Doherty, Development Officer, 

Community and Enterprise,  Brenda Hegarty, Assistant Head of Enterprise, Local Enterprise Office and  

Leona Finlay, Assistant Planner. 

 

20.55   Deferral of Commencement of Inishowen Municipal District Meeting 

The meeting was opened by the Cathaoirleach, Cllr Albert Doherty. It was proposed by Cllr Rena 

Donaghey and seconded by Cllr Nicholas Crossan that the meeting be deferred until 1.20pm in order to 

continue the North West Greenway’s workshop. 

 

The meeting reconvened at 1.20pm  

 

20.56 Consideration of the minutes of the Inishowen Municipal District Budget 2021 Meeting held on 

27th October 2020 

On the proposal of Cllr Terry Crossan and seconded by Cllr Jack Murray, the minutes of the Inishowen 

Municipal District Budget 2021 Meeting held on 27th October 2020 were agreed. 

 

20.57 Consideration of the minutes of the Inishowen Municipal District “GoToMeeting” held on 27th 

October 2020 

On the proposal of Cllr Martin McDermott and seconded by Cllr Martin Farren, the minutes of the 

Inishowen Municipal District Annual General Meeting held on 27th October 2020 were agreed. 

 

20.57.01 Minutes Correction  

It was noted that in minute 20.52.07 that repairs to the ZIP line in Moville have in fact not been carried 

out to date. 

 

20.58 ENVIRONMENT 

Brian McBrearty, Waste Enforcement Officer presented the Environment report to the members. 

 

20.58.01 Paint Collection 

Cllr Bernard McGuinness reiterated his request that there be another paint collection organised as it 

was very successful in the past. Brian McBrearty advised that he would refer the matter to Suzanne 

Brogan, Waste Awareness Officer for consideration. 
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20.58.02 Bottle Banks  

Cllr Paul Canning said that the bottle banks in Newtowncunningham were full and asked that this be 

looked at and he also asked about the level of maintenance at the bottle banks. Cllr Martin McDermott 

referred to his previous request to seek an alternative location for the bottle bank in Carndonagh to 

make them more accessible to the public. Cllr Martin Farren suggested that extra bottle banks were 

required due to the pandemic and emptying the banks more regularly was necessary particularly during 

holiday periods like Christmas. 

 

Brian McBrearty said he was aware of the increased demand for the banks and that they would be 

emptied on a regular basis over the holiday period  

 

Cllr Terry Crossan took over the chair in Cllr Albert Doherty’s absence. 

 

20.58.03 Lisfannon Beach 

Cllr Rena Donaghey stated that it was now four years since Lisfannon lost its Blue Flag status and that 

every effort should be made to have the Blue Flag status restored. She referred to erosion that 

concerned her at the beach and the condition of the car park that may require attention. 

 

20.58.04 Culdaff Beach 

Cllr Bernard McGuinness expressed his gratitude for the landscaping works completed at Culdaff beach 

which has enhanced the area. 

 

20.58.05 Pathway to Father Hegarty’s Rock 

Cllr Nicholas Crossan requested that the pathway between Conyburrow to Father Hegarty’s rock in 

Buncrana be looked at as it can be slippy due to water running onto it in parts from adjoining lands. He 

added that the path is becoming increasingly popular with walkers and requires immediate attention. 

 

20.58.06 Wheelchair Access to Beaches 

Cllr Bernard McGuinness proposed and Cllr Martin McDermott seconded that wheelchair access be 

provided at all beaches and that more wheelchair access friendly accommodation like the Hoist Away 

facility in Culdaff be encouraged. 

 

20.58.07 Kinnego Bay 

Cllr Bernard McGuinness proposed and Cllr McDermott seconded that Kinnego beach should be 

categorised as a Blue Flag beach and that toilets and life guards should be provided there. 

 

 

20.58.08 Litter 

Cllr Terry Crossan praised the work of the litter team in a very difficult year for all. He added that the 

litter team always acted in a positive and prompt manner in dealing with litter issues. 

 



3 
 

Cllr Terry Crossan handed back the chair to Cllr Albert Doherty 

 

20.58.09 Westbrook Pumping Station 

Cllr Rena Donaghey referred to the overflow at Westbrook Pumping Station and the importance of 

keeping the proposed upgrade on the Agenda. 

 

20.58.10 Pollinator Plan 

Cllr Albert Doherty sought clarification on who will be responsible for the provision of €20,000 funds for 

the Pollinator Plan which is being assigned to each Municpal District. 

 

20.59 PLANNING  

The Planning Report was taken as read by Killian Smith, Executive Planner.  

 

20.59.01 Inishowen Municpal District Planning Applications 

Killian Smith advised that the Inishowen Municipal District have the highest number of planning 

applications in the county. 

 
20.59.02 Taking in Charge of Private Residential Estate- Strand Court, Lower Ballymacarry, Buncrana 
Approval was sought from the members for the Taking in Charge of Strand Court, Lower Ballymacarry, 
Buncrana in the Inishowen Municipal District Area in order to complete the Taking in Charge process. 
 
On the proposal of Councillor Rena Donaghey, seconded by Councillor Nicholas Crossan, it was resolved 
that the Council make an order in accordance with Section 207 of the Planning & Development Act 
2000(as amended) for the creation of a public right of way over the estate roads within the housing 
estate Strand Court, Lower Ballymacarry, Buncrana as set out in the attached maps in the Planning 
Report presented to the members, to enable it to proceed with the taking in charge of the estates. 
 
On the proposal of Councillor Rena Donaghey seconded by Councillor Terry Crossan , it was resolved 
that the Council make an order in accordance with Section 11 (1) of the Roads Act, 1993 to declare the 
estate roads within the Strand Court, Lower Ballymacarry,  Buncrana to be a public road and note the 
consequential provisions contained in Section 180(4) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 
amended) whereby this Council will also take in charge the water services infrastructure and the public 
open spaces or car park within the attendant grounds of the development and will subsequently 
transfer the water services within the estate to Irish Water.  
 
20.59.03 Greenways and Regional Roads 
Cllr Paul Canning suggested that there may be issues regarding proposed Greenways that may be close 
to regional roads in terms of upgrading the roads in the future and speed limits. He asked if these 
potential issues are being considered in a planning context. Killian advised that he would discuss these 
issues with the Northwest Greenway team as a priority. 
 

20.60 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INFORMATION SYSTEMS & EMERGENCY SERVICES 

The report was taken as read by Brenda Hegarty, Assistant Head of Enterprise, Local Enterprise Office  

 

20.60.01 Water Tender  
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Cllr Martin McDermott said he was disappointed with the response he received from the Fire Service 

regarding the new fire tender which is situated in West Donegal. He said he was advised that the tender 

was available to respond to any incident anywhere in the county. He added that the distance between 

west Donegal and Inishowen, particularly North Inishowen was too far for a satisfactory fast response to 

a fire. 

 

The members supported a motion proposed by Cllr Bernard McGuinness and seconded by Cllr Martin 

McDermott that a second tanker is purchased for the county; Cllr Rena Donaghey suggested that this 

additional fire tender be located in Inishowen as Inishowen as Inishowen is the size of a county. 

Brenda Hegarty said that she would take the comments back to the fire service. 

 

20.60.02 Brexit Stimulus Package 

Cllr Martin Farren referred to the 8-10 Million Brexit Package.  He said it was important that the 

Inishowen Municpal District gets a fair share of the funds and that members should be involved in how 

the funds are distributed as he believed the impact of Brexit would be catastrophic for the border areas. 

 

 

20.61 COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE 

The report was taken as read by Fiona Doherty, Development Officer  

 

20.61.01Pride of Place Awards 2020 

Fiona Doherty advised that the 18th Annual IPB Pride of Place Awards took place virtually on Saturday 

21st November with Spraoi agus Sport in Carndonagh winning the Pride of Place Award in category 7 

entitled ‘Community Wellbeing Initiative’. She indicated that she was liaising with the Cathaoirleach, Cllr 

Albert Doherty in relation to the presentation of the trophy to the group in compliance with the Health 

Pandemic guidelines. She acknowledged the Contribution by the Members to the Pride of Place Awards 

Initiative in Donegal. 

 

20.61.02Buncrana School Campus  

Fiona Doherty advised that Donegal County Council are working on behalf of the Department of 

Education and Skills in progressing a Compulsory Purchase Order for securing the identified site for the 

Buncrana School Campus. She advised that a Compulsory Purchase Order Notice was in this week’s local 

newspapers. She stated that copies of the Public Notice and maps relating to the CPO were available for 

inspection at the Public Services Centre in Carndonagh, the Council office in Buncrana and Donegal 

County Council headquarters in Lifford.  The Members welcomed this development. 

 

 

 

20.61.03Malin Head Visitor Management Plan  

Following the workshop meeting that took place on Monday 19th October regarding the Malin Head 

Visitor Management Plan. Fiona Doherty sought agreement to hold a follow up online workshop 

meeting on Monday 14th December at 12 noon.  This was agreed by the members. 
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20.61.04 Town and Village Renewal 2020  
Cllr Martin Farren sought a date for an announcement by the Department regarding funding under the 
2020 Town and Village Renewal Scheme. Fiona Doherty indicated that it was anticipated that the 
Minister within the Department of Rural and Community Development would make an announcement 
in January 2021.  
 

20.61.05An Grianan of Aileach Fort  

Fiona Doherty advised the Members that the Conservation and Management Plan by the Office of Public 

Works would be ready for circulation to the Members soon. She also advised that the plan will provide a 

framework for identifying and prioritising work at the site.  

 

20.61.06 Rural Development Investment Programme - 2020 Clár Funding 

The announcement of Clár funding at Portaleen, Glengad was welcomed. A discussion took place 

regarding other rural areas in Inishowen such as Gaddyduff, Rasheny and Glentogher that are ineligible 

because they are located outside of the scope of the scheme. Cllr Albert Doherty proposed and Cllr 

Bernard McGuinness seconded that the Council write to the Minister in the Department of Rural and 

Community Development seeking a review and extension of the targeted rural District Electoral 

Divisions under the Clár Rural Development Investment programme. 

 

20.61.07 Playground Maintenance 2020/2021 

Moville Play Park  
Cllr Martin Farren requested that the broken Zip line equipment at Moville playground removed for 
safety reasons should be replaced. 
 
Culdaff Play Park  
Cllr Bernard McGuinness acknowledged the meeting on site with the Engineer responsible for 
playgrounds and requested that the replenishment of the sand at the Culdaff playground is expedited.  
 

20.61.08 Donegal Walks and Trails  

Cllr Albert Doherty welcomed the report from Darryl O’ Connor, Outdoor Recreation Development 

Officer and his plans to carry out an assessment and report regarding the Riverside walk damaged in the 

flooding that took place in August 2017. 

 

20.61.09 Dunree Fort and Military Museum Co. Ltd  

Cllr Rena Donaghey sought an update regarding the outcome of the funding application for 

development at Dunree submitted to Fáilte Ireland under the Platform for Growth - Platform 1: 

Immersive Heritage and Cultural Attractions. Fiona Doherty stated that following the submission of the 

third stage of the five stage process relating to the Business Case and the visit by some members of the 

assessment team to the site and online assessment meetings that an announcement was expected from 

Fáilte Ireland in the first quarter of 2021 regarding progression to the next stage.  

 

20.61.10 Cycle Lanes in Carndonagh  
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Cllr Albert Doherty referred to a request by a local group to develop cycle lanes linking key strategic 

places in Carndonagh. He asked that the Community Development section liaise with the Roads 

directorate to pursue options.   

 

20.61.11 Campervan Facility in Buncrana  

Following on from the previous meeting, Cllr Nicholas Crossan reiterated his request to consider the 

issue of providing an alternative solution to the disposal of grey waste at the facility 

 

20.62 HOUSING &CORPORATE SERVICES  

Aideen Doherty, Area Manager, Housing and Corporate Services presented the Housing report to the 

members and updated them on matters. 

 

20.62.01 Donegal Brand Workshop 

Aideen Doherty, Area Manager for Housing and Corporate Services reminded the members that a 

Donegal Brand Online Workshop was taking place on 10th December at 3.30pm.  

 

20.62.02 Allocations 

It was noted that all the nineteen new houses at Newtowncunningham have now been allocated. Cllr 

Paul Canning expressed his gratitude to Aideen Doherty, Una Cresswell and the housing team for their 

work in allocating these properties. Similarly Cllrs Martin Farren and Cllr Terry Crossan expressed their 

thanks for progressing allocations in Inishowen throughout the year. 

 

20.62.03 Litter at Ard Na Guala Duibhe, Moville 

Cllr Martin Farren requested that rubbish left in Ard Na Guala Duibhe, Moville be removed before 

Christmas. 

 

20.62.04 New Housing Development at Crana View, Buncrana 

A discussion took place regarding the planned new housing development at Crana View, Buncrana. It 

was suggested that there had not been enough discussion and little consultation with local residents. It 

was pointed out that there is a planning process whereby any member of the public can raise objections 

to housing developments and there were also opportunities at Municipal District meeting level to raise 

concerns regarding the proposed development. 

 

20.62.05 Housing Need 

Cllr Albert Doherty referred to current housing needs and sought clarification on whether all housing 

needs are taken into account when planning additional social housing. He also referred to demand for 

sheltered housing and assisted accommodation. He also added that additional respite care facilities 

were urgently required as discussed at previous meetings. 

 

20.62.06 Rural Housing  

Cllr Bernard McGuinness reiterated the need for rural housing rather than concentrating on housing for 

the three main towns in Inishowen.  He said he felt strongly about the continued lack of rural housing 
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and was going to keep this item firmly on the Agenda. He said that the debate over the new housing 

development in Buncrana was unnecessary as we should welcome new social housing in all areas of 

Inishowen where there is clearly a demand. 

 

Cllr Martin McDermott said that the reduction in numbers in rural schools was very worrying and that 

the projected figures for school numbers in some in rural areas over the next five years were worrying. 

He added that if housing applicants wished to stay in rural areas that the council should facilitate this by 

providing adequate housing. 

 

Aideen Doherty advised that a lot of work was put into analysing the demand for social housing 

between the Local Authority and the Department in all areas.  She added that for some time acquisitions 

were the only option in rural areas but possibly we should be considering a cluster of rural houses to 

meet demand in rural areas as SI houses may not always be the best solution. She added that thirty 

eight expressions of interests had been received for possible development throughout Inishowen and 

these were currently being assessed. 

 

20.62.07 Date of Next Meeting  

It was agreed that the next Inishowen Municipal District Meeting would take place on 12th January 2021 

at 1.00pm 

 

 

20.63 ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION 
The Roads and Transportation report circulated by Seamus Hopkins, Area Manager, Roads and 

Transportation was taken as read.  Seamus Hopkins advised the members of works completed to date. 

He added that it was positive news that the programme had been delivered considering the lost time 

due to the current pandemic.  

 

20.63.01 Back Roads of Estates 
Cllr Albert Doherty sought clarification on back lanes on council estates. Seamus Hopkins advised that a 
draft policy on this matter was proposed but not adopted. The proposal suggested that the Housing 
directorate would fund the costs but the Roads service would carry out the works. Cllr Bernard 
McGuinness said that this matter had been discussed previously at SPC level and that the consensus was 
that the back lanes were Housing’s responsibility but works would be completed by the roads service. 
Aideen Doherty advised that the issue was a funding matter as there was no line in the budget for this 
work. The question of whether roads within estates become public roads was also asked. 
 
After some further discussion the general consensus of the members was that this matter needs to be 
addressed and clarified. Seamus Hopkins advised that he would check with the Director of roads and get 
back to the members on this issue.  
 

20.63.02 Works in Muff and Quigley’s Point  

Cllr Terry Crossan acknowledged the works completed at Aught Road, Muff with minimum disruption. 
He said he had requested more signage in the area from the Road’s engineer. He also said he welcomed 
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the commencement of works at Quigley’s Point and at the footpath between the Red Cross and Grove 
Cottages, Muff.  
 
20.63.03 White Lining Quigley’s’ Point to Whitecastle 
Cllr Farren he welcomed the completion of white lining between Quigley’s’ Point to Whitecastle which 
he said made a lot of difference. He asked that cat’s eyes could be extended to other parts of the road. 
 
20.63.04 Crash Barriers 
Cllr Martin Farren asked that crash barriers be located at the pier in Redcastle at other locations where 
there have been accidents. 
 
20.63.05 Lighting in Buncrana 
Cllr Rena Donaghey asked that lights at Cockhill Road and Railway Road in Buncrana be fixed. She 
requested that the lights be maintained on a more regular basis. Seamus Hopkins advised that the ESB 
maintaining the lights and it is often a slow process to get them repaired; He added that Aidan Smith is 
the official on the council responsible for lighting and maybe a workshop could be arranged with to 
discuss lighting. 
 
20.63.06 Works at Kinnagoe and Ludden, Buncrana 
Cllr Rena Donaghey commended the works at Kinnagoe and Ludden, Buncrana 
 
20.63.07 Inner Relief Road 
Cllr Nicholas Crossan requested that the works required on the remaining two hundred meters of the 
relief road be prioritised. Seamus Hopkins advised that this project is on the list but there are significant 
works necessary to get this shovel ready. 
 
20.63.08 Slina Sliante, Buncrana  
Cllr Nicholas Crossan suggested that the walk at Sli na Sliante path should be developed and enhanced 
into a historical walk to attract tourist. 
 
20.63.09 Castle Bridge, Buncrana 
Cllr Crossan said that the lights at Castle Bridge Buncrana were too high and is blinding on the town side 
and asked if they could be adjusted.  He also requested that the road from Castle Bridge to Cockhill to 
the General shop could be looked at with a view to removing the overgrowth. 
 
20.63.10 Lights in Carndonagh 
Cllr Albert Doherty said that the decorative lights in Carndonagh were problematic and that the Upper 
Diamond area in the town was very dark and also the feeder streets in the town were dark 
 
20.63.11 Gleneely to Moville Road 

It was requested that the surface on the Gleneely to Moville Road be looked at. 

 

20.63.12 Bridge St Footpath 

Cllr Doherty said that he would like to see the works at the Bridge St footpath completed. 

 

20.63.13 Inishowen Co op Yard 

Cllr Bernard McGuinness asked of there was any update on the Inishowen Co Op yard. 
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20.63.14 Beach Walk Culdaff 
Cllr McGuinness suggested that Community Employment participants could assist in building the beach 
walk wall in Culdaff.  
 
20.63.15 Works at Glentogher, Carndonagh 
Cllr Bernard McGuiness reiterated his comments from previous meeting how the monies allocated to 
works at Glentogher Carndonagh should not be lost and that the proposed project be kept on the 
agenda. Seamus Hopkins advised that there was a specific funding application with a view to adding to 
what was initially approved for the project  
 

20.63.16  

Cllr Albert Doherty wished everybody a Happy Christmas and thanked the staff and members for their 

efforts through the year. 

 

 

 
 

Certified: ______________________                                  Date: ______________ 

                 Cathaoirleach 

 

 

 

              __________________ 

           Area Manager                                                                Date: ______________ 

     

 


